PUBLIC ART CALL TO ARTISTS

Public Art: Gargamelle Cove, Port au Choix, NL
Submission Deadline: April 30, 2022
Project Description
The Town of Port au Choix, Newfoundland and Labrador, invites Canadian professional
artists to submit an “Expression of Interest” for an outdoor three-dimensional public
artwork themed around the iconic Cod, the unofficial and quintessential fish of the
province.
Funding for this legacy program has been provided by the Government of
Newfoundland and Labrador, under its Come Home Year 2022 Legacy Projects.
Site
This public art piece will be featured in Gargamelle Cove, east of Point Riche Peninsula,
which is part of the National Historic Site in Port au Choix. A nearby museum features
an exhibit of a crossroad of cultures, including Maritime Archaic Indians, Groswater
Eskimos and Dorset Eskimos. Port au Choix has the distinction of having one of North
America’s most fascinating and diverse archeological finds, amid a rugged coastline of
unique limestone barrens, low lying forest and bays. One of these distinctions is as one
of the largest hunter-gathered burial sites in North America
The area was a transient Basque fishing station as early as 1504 and was also part of the
legendary French Shore. People of English descent dominated the population after the
French Shore ceased in 1904. Today, Port au Choix still retains its close association with
the sea and its rich cultural history. The Cod is a part of the town’s emblem.
The beach parameter of the Cove has a number of fishing sheds and other buildings, as
well as a small “Sea Shed Cottage” which sells arts and crafts during the summer
season.
The site for the artwork is located on a public green space just near the beach of
Gargamelle Cove, located on Point Riche Road. Photo of the site is shown below.
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There are two other ports, one called Back Arm Harbour and the other Old Port au
Choix, the latter has a French Bread Oven and chaloupe to honour the town’s Basque
heritage.
Guidelines
To follow provincial guidelines, the artist will install the artwork at least 15 metres away
from the center of the main road and 15 metres from the water’s edge.
The proposed artwork should respond to the considerations listed below:
• size and scale of the site,
• general uses of the site,
• safety of the public, and
• the durability of the materials.
Budget
The total budget for this project is a maximum of $25,000, covering all costs associated
with the artwork: artist fees, materials, fabrication, transportation, insurance, installation,
and all other project-related costs. Assistance will be available to help the artist install
the work.
The commissioned artist(s) will be expected to install the artwork by
October 15, 2022.
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Selection Process
Artist selection will follow a two-stage process.
Stage 1: Expression of Interest – due April 30, 2022
Submit the following information as one PDF file:
1. Artist contact information
2. Current Curriculum Vitae
3. A preliminary concept drawing (hand-sketched or digital) of the
proposed work
4. Maximum of 10 images of past work with descriptions.
Please note: a detailed proposal is not required at this time. The Public Art
Committee will review all initial submissions and select a shortlist of up to 3
artists to proceed to the second stage.
Stage 2: Request for Proposals
The shortlisted artists will be notified on, or before, May 15, 2022 and invited to
submit a detailed proposal with accompanying maquette and provide a
presentation to the Committee in a public event on June 30, 2022.
The presentation will be in-person or online, depending on health and travel
guidelines.
Shortlisted artists will receive an honorarium of $800 for their submissions.
Schedule
Schedule
EOI Submissions Deadline
Shortlisted Artists Selection
Presentations
Finalist Notification
Installation

Date
April 30, 2022
May 15, 2022
June 30, 2022
July 15 2022
October 15, 2022

All questions and submissions are to be emailed to:
portauxchoix@nf.aibn.com
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